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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

Tae English Student of the Pushto (or Pukhto) language has long felt
the want of some work written in the colloguial, and it is to supply this desider-
atum that the present Text Book has been compiled and published, under the
sanction and patronage of the Government of the Panjdb.*

In undertaking its compilation, I have been assisted by my learned
Afghén friend, Moulvi Ahmad, the author of the colloguial portions, and my
best acknowledgments are due to him for his able co-operation.

The Kalid-i-Afghdni does not profess to be & compendium of specimens
of Pushto literature (Captain Raverty’s Gulshani Roh being valuable selections
from standard authors), but merely a Text Book for the use of students, which
will enable them to acquire & practical knowledge of the language, and especially
of the colloquial. With this object in view, a large portion of the work has been
conceded to the two first Sections.

Although great care has been taken in revising the proof sheets, I regrat
to find a long list of ‘““errata.” I would therefore recommend the student to
refer to the Ghalatndma,t and to correct the mistakes before commencing the
study of the book.

As almost every tribe hasit own peculiarities of idiom, I must caution
the reader against accepting merely the ¢ dictum” of his Mdnshi with respect to
certain phrases and idioms which oceur in the colloguial sections. 'That these
portions of the book ave free from errors is more than I dare venture to hope,
but in most cases I believe that the supposed mistakes in jdiom will arise from
difference of tribe and district.

Poshdwar, November Oth, 1872, T.P. H.

* The Government reward has been given to the Peshawar Bission Library
+ ANl theso mistakes have becn corrocted in the Second Edition by the Pubbahers.







“INTRODUCTION.

"Tre KALID-I-AFGHANI contains two Sections in colloquial Pushto

prepared expressly for this work, and selections from several standard authors,
1~THE GUNJ-I-PUKHTO (The Pukhto Treasury) has been com-

posed by Maulvie Ahmad of Tangi in Hashtnagar, alearned Afghdn poet, the
author of « Ghal QAzi” and other poems. It consists of forty-nine tales rendered
into colloguial Pushto, and great care has been taken to avoid the use of Arabic
and Persian words not commonly spoken by the people. The style is broad and
. unpolished, and some of the stories may be congidered long and tedious ; but the
reader must remember that this section of the work has been composed
for the express purpose of conveying a knowledge of the vulgar dialect, and of
in’iroducing, as frequently as possible, common words and familiar phrases in use
amongst uneducated Pathéns.

1II—THE TARIKH-I.MAHMUD.-I-GHAZNAVI has been trans-
lated by Maulvie Ahmad from the Persian History of Ferishta. It is written
" in the narrative style now in use amongst the Afghéns of the present day.

JIL.—THE TARIKH-.MURASSA (The Gem-studded History) is
an extentsive work by Afzal Khin Khatak, grandson of Khashhsl Khan, It is
o miscellaneous history, and commences its narrative from the creation of the
world. Xtisnota work of any great merit, and the author states that he
derived most of his information from a History written by Maulvie
Ni'amat-ullah in the time of Johfngir (A. D. 1609—11), and the Tazkira of
Akhund Darweza.

The History of the Afghéns by Ni'amat-ullah was translated into
English by Professor Bernhard Dorn, of the Imperial Russian University of
Kharhov in 1829

The original manuseript of the Tarfkh-i-Murassa is still in posssession
of Afzal Khfn Khatak of Jamél Garai, but there are two other copies in exist-
ence, ons of them being in possession of the Editor.

Afzal Khén, the author of this history, was a voluminous writer, His
best works are the Kalila-o.Dumnah and the Asm-i-Kufi.



The selections now published are sccounts of the ancestors of the
Pathdns of the surrounding districts. These sections have already appeared in
Captain Raverty’s Gulshani Roh, but they have again been published in the
present Text Book, as they are almost the only portions of the Térikh-i-
Murassa which have a local interest. 'The poetry, which in the original work

is in the Persian language, has been rendered into Pushto verse for the Kalid-i-
Afghdni.

IV-—THE STORY OF SHAHZADA BAHRAM and Gulandima
is a Poem written in easy and pure Pushto. Of its author, Faiyiz, nothing is
known ; he is supposed to have Dbeen a wandering minstrel, and to have writ-
ten this love story as a song for his own use. There isa Persian poem called
Bahrdm Gir, but the Pushto story bears but little resemblance to it.

A few desirable alterations have been made, and those portions of the

peem which were not written by Faiydz, but belong to a later date, have been
omitted. '

V.—ABDUR RAHMAN is the great national Poet of the Afghdns,
FVherever the Pushto language is spoken, there are the songs of this celebrated
poet sung. Numerous copies of this author are to be found in almost every village

and, within the last fen years, thousands of copies have been lithographed af
Peshdwar and Bombay.

’Abdur Rahmén belonged to the Ibrahim EKhél of the Mohmands, and
svas a Malik of his native village, Bahadur Kilai, on the Peshiwar and Kohdf
road. He resided for some years in the village of Hazfrkhéna, where the
yillagers still remember a tree which was named after him, and under which,
it is said, the poet used to sit and recite his verses.

’Abdur Rahmén died in the village of Bahédur Xilai, but his remams
svere buried in the grave-yard of Hazérkhéna, not far from the shrine of the
Muhammadan saint, Akhund Darweza. He wasa young men in the days of
Khishhdl Khin Khatak, and it is related that he once paid a visit to the
Khatak chieftain at Sarae (Akora).

’Abdur Rahmén belonged to the religious sect of enthusiasts known as
Sufis, and without some shght acquaintance with the doctrines of this sect many
of his poerss are unintelligible,



pi

" VI—-KHUSHHAL KHAN was the renowned chief of the Khatak
tribe in the reigns of Shih Jahin and Aurungzeh. He died in the year
.. D, 1691 at Sarae (Akora), and was buried, at his own request, near the little
~illage of Isuri ab the foot of the Khatak hills. He was as active with his pen
as with his sword, for it i3 said that he wrote upwards of a hundred works on
warious subjects. Of those now extant, the best known are the Diwén, from
which selections have been made, the Fazlnfma, the Farfkhndma, and the
Riysz-ul-Haqfqat.

A complete edition of Diw4n-i-Khushhél Khén has been lately published
by Dr. H. W. Bellew, which will perhaps make the merits of these poems better
known, They certainly deserve a greater reputation, for, whilst they embrace
2 much wider range of subjects, they are quite equal in postic style and feeling
0 those of the great national poet, 'Abdur Rahmén,

Tt is related that Khushhdl Khén had fifty-six sons, ard that of these
thirty-two were poets of reputation.

VIL—THE CHAMAN-I-BENAZIR (the unparalleled garden) is a
collection of sonnets from thirty-five Pushto poets, namely, Kdmgédr, Muham-
madi, 'Abdur QAdir, Ahmad, Sadr Hijrf, Sekandar, Abdul Hamid, Shaid4,
Khbshhdl, Asfm, Yinas, Busain, Samad, Daulat, Fézil, Qalandar, Kfsim,
‘M4zulla, Khwéjah Mubammad, Fath Ali, Pir Muhammad, S4diq, Alim, Ahmad
Shéh, Toréhim, Abdul, Usmén, Ghafir, Ashraf, Mahin, Fazil, ’Abdur Rahmén,
Abul Qdsim, and Dost Muhammad. Copies of some of these authors are
exceedingly scarce.

VIII.—THE INSHA-I-PUKHTO forms a supplement to the Text
Book, and contains nineteen letters written in Pushto. These will be
of some assistance to those who may wish to correspond with the people in
their own language. Amongst the Pathdns themselves, letters are usually
written in Persian, but it has now become the custom for Afghfn chiefs
and others to correspond with English gentlemen acquainted with Pushto, in
that language.

A knowledge of Pushto is a sure “key" tothe sympathies and
confidence of the Pathina; and it iz hoped that the present work will be a

“key” to the Pushto Language. The Editor has therefore decided to call
this Text Book the KATID-I-AFGHANI (i, e., the Afghén key).
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